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Abstract

This research examines the planning and architecture of Korat Royal Thai Air Force
Base (Korat RTAFB), 1962-1976, as a built outcome of Cold War geopolitics in Thailand.
Linked security and development channels established American influence on Thailand
during this period. They were military aid via the Joint U.S. Military Advisory Group Thailand
(JUSMAGTHAI), civilian development programs, including the United States Operations
Mission (USOM), which financed infrastructure and brought U.S. private firms into Thai
projects, including massive constructions and upgrades of military bases. Thailand,
however, negotiated sovereignty backlash by avoiding formal base-lease treaties and
instead granting “borrowed use” of Thai bases to the USA.

Using archival records and field surveys, the Officer in Charge of Construction (OICC)
and the U.S. Air Force mobilized American contractors to deliver the base and standardized
buildings. Evidence suggests that zoning adhered to military doctrine: functions were
segregated by rank, which is evident in the 1973 master plan of the base. A larger plan of
“Korat Logistics Complex” for Vietnam-era operations was carried out by an American joint
venture UMD (Utah-Martin-Day). Architecturally, the base combined temporary and semi-
temporary buildings, alongside spatial provisions for Thai security personnel. Crucially,
Korat RTAFB was equipped with comprehensive utilities and services designed primarily
for American personnel rather than Thai troops, although local residents in Korat also
benefited from them.

The paper argues that Korat RTAFB was the result of negotiation between Thailand
and the USA, offering another view, informed by the concept of crypto-colonialism, of
Cold War architecture in Thailand through an examination of a semi-sovereign enclave
produced through managed consent, spatial governance, and both formal and informal
arrangements among the U.S. military, the Thai state, and local people

Keywords: Cold War architecture, Thailand-U.S. aid and infrastructure, Korat
RTAFB, crypto-colonialism.
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pp. 182-183)
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